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i)	 Write this result in proper APA style.

A: There was no correlation between extraversion and frequency of checking Facebook each day,  
r(8) = .03, p > .05.

Just as a note of caution, the test statistic you calculated (r = .03) is obviously less than .05. However, please be 
careful to not confuse a weak correlation (of r < .05) with a p value of < .05; r and p refer to two different 
statistics.”

Establishing your spreadsheet

After opening SPSS, go to Variable View to set up your spreadsheet. We have two variables for which to  
enter data into SPSS. First, we have anxiety scores, and second, we have Facebook Intensity scores. Go ahead 
and provide a name and a label to each one. We do not need to provide values for either variable because 
both variables contain numeric data on a scale measurement. Here is about what your Variable View should 
look like:

Anxiousness Score Facebook Intensity

35 3

75 5

50 4

40 4

55 1

35 3

80 7

60 6

50 2

70 5

The Pearson Correlation (r) and SPSS
Now that you are familiar with how to interpret and calculate correlations, let’s see how to use this tool in SPSS. 
We will use the same dataset as we did in our hand calculations.


